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at least been adversely influenced by that body of terrorists. The "fiery
cross" has gone forth, and the world now knows that the white people
of Potchefstroom have instituted a system of boycott that has, as one of its
direct effects, the placing of the premises of inoffensive citizens in jeopardy,
and that creates a serious risk to the Indian merchants of seeing the whole
fruits of many years of hard, irksome toil consumed before their very eyes.
Malignancy could go no further. With no fire-brigade at hand, these
unfortunate people are now helpless, and at the mercy of any stray spark
that the winds may carry along, or of any incendiary whose morbid Colour-
madness may induce him to bring fiery ruin upon the head of the wretched
owner of the first inviting store that may present itself.
We do not speak wild words of hysteria, for the danger is a very real
one. The dastardly attempt at incendiarism in Potchefstroom, shortly
after the virulent anti-Indian epidemic reached a crisis there, will still
be fresh in the memories of our readers. We use the word "incendiarism",
in this connexion, on the authority of the Chief of Police himself, and we
regret to think that this courteous officer is not in a position to guard every
store that is liable to attack in this cowardly way.
From the point of view of the fire-insurance company itself, the Indian
stores in Potchefstroom should at least be as favourable a risk as those
of the European traders, for, from our own intimate knowledge of them,
the comparison between the stores of the two sections of the community
would not be unfavourable to the Indians. Consequently, we are unable
to find any grounds for the inexplicable action of the company in cancelling
the policies. There could surely be no question of commercial integrity
involved, or the traders affected would never have been granted policies.
Moreover, they are all well-known merchants of established character,
and even the most superficial inquiries would have revealed the fact that
there could be no foundation for any imputation against their honour
and trustworthiness.
The whole affair does not greatly redound to the credit of Potchef-
stroom, and the scandal thus perpetrated places a stigma upon the fire-
insurance company concerned.
It is our intention to call the immediate attention of the headquarters
staff of the company to the matter. We are certain that its British sense
of justice and of fair play will induce it to make the most stringent inquiries,
and we have no doubt whatever but that an intolerable situation will be
terminated as speedily as is possible in the circumstances.
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